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The Prayer of Faith - James 5:13-20 

Topics   
Answers, Backslide, Confession, Correction, Faith, 
Healing, Instructions, Perseverance, Prayer, Sickness 

Open It Questions 

A. When were you first taught that prayer is how 
believers talk to God? Who taught you? 

  

             
            
             

 

B. What are some situations in life when you feel moved 
to pray?  

             
            
             

 

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A13-20
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Answers&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Backslide&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Confession&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Correction&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Faith&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Healing&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Instructions&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Perseverance&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Prayer&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Sickness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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Explore It Questions 

1. What should a person do when he or she is suffering? 
Why? (5:13, 15)  

             
            
             

2. What should a person do when he or she is happy? 
Why? (5:13, 15)  

             
            
             

3. What should a person do when he or she is sick? 
Why? (5:14-15)  

             
            
             

4. What are the elders of the church to do for someone 
who is sick? Why? (5:14-15)  

             
            
             

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A14-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A14-15
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4. Why is prayer important? (5:15)  

             
            
             

6. How can prayer affect a person’s health? (5:15)  

             
            
             

7. How can a person have his or her sins forgiven? 
(5:15)  

             
            
             

8. Why should we confess our sins to one another? 
(5:16)  

             
            
             

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A16
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9. What is the effect of a righteous person’s prayers? 
(5:16)  

             
            
             

10. Who is a good example of how God answers prayer? 
How? (5:17-18)  

             
            
             

11. What is a Christian’s responsibility toward a fellow 
believer who has wandered away from the truth? 
(5:19-20)  

             
            
             

12. What is the benefit of helping a person get back into 
following the truth? (5:20)  

             
            
             

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A17-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A20
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Get It Questions 

13. How can we use prayer to help someone who is sick?  

             
            
             

14. When have you had the opportunity to pray 
specifically for someone or for a special need?  

             
            
             

15. How have you seen prayer bring changes in people or 
circumstances?  

             
            
             

16. What hinders Christians from praying with 
confidence?  
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17. What hinders Christians from confessing sins and 
praying for each other?  

             
            
             

18. If we confess our sins to God, why should anyone 
else have to know about it?  

             
            
             

19. What circumstances beyond our control can we affect 
through prayer?  

             
            
             

20. What causes Christians to stumble and fall away 
from their faith?  
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21. How could you help someone who has drifted away 
from his or her relationship with Christ?  

             
            
             

22. How have others helped you when you were drifting 
in your relationship with Christ?  

             
            
             

 

Apply It Questions 

23. What situation or person will you pray for in faith 
this week?  
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24. What personal needs can you ask others to pray for 
through the coming week? Whom will you ask?  

             
            
             

 

25. Whom do you know who has been drifting away 
from the Lord and who needs an encouraging word 
from you this week?  

             
            
             

 

 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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The Prayer 
of Faith

TOPICS
Answers
Backslide
Confession
Correction
Faith
Healing
Instructions
Perseverance
Prayer
Sickness
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The Prayer 
of Faith

OPEN IT QUESTIONS

A. When were you first 
taught that prayer is 
how believers talk to 
God? Who taught 
you?
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The Prayer 
of Faith

OPEN IT QUESTIONS

B.What are some 
situations in life 
when you feel 
moved to pray? 
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The Prayer 
of Faith

INTRODUCTION

James closes his letter as he 
began it, with a call to prayer. 
James uses his closing words to 
describe effective prayer. He 
details prayer in several forms 
(praise, intercession, confession) 
and connects prayer with several 
other important spiritual 
disciplines (healing, confession, 
anointing, correction, praise, and 
mutual forgiveness). 
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The Prayer 
of Faith

INTRODUCTION

If we can say that 
James’s letter 
summarizes the work 
of faith, his conclusion 
focuses on faith’s 
finest work—believers 
effective in prayer.
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The Prayer 
of Faith

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
(NKJV)

13 Is anyone among you 
suffering? Let him pray. Is 
anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
psalms. 14 Is anyone among 
you sick? Let him call for the 
elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the 
Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith 
will save the sick, and the Lord 
will raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.
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The Prayer 
of Faith

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
(NKJV)

16 Confess your trespasses to one 
another, and pray for one 
another, that you may be 
healed. The effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails 
much. 17 Elijah was a man with a 
nature like ours, and he prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain; 
and it did not rain on the land 
for three years and six 
months. 18 And he prayed again, 
and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth produced its fruit.



Life Application New Testament Concise Bible Commentary 11

The Prayer 
of Faith

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
(NKJV)

19 Brethren, if anyone 
among you wanders from 
the truth, and someone turns 
him back, 20 let him know 
that he who turns a sinner 
from the error of his way 
will save a soul from death 
and cover a multitude of 
sins.
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The Prayer 
of Faith

OUTLINE

I. What and When (vv. 13-16)
A. Suffering/Soaring
B.  Sickness/Sin

II. How and Why (vv. 17-20)
A. Strongly/Sincerely
B. Saving a Straying Soul
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS
1. What should a person do 

when he or she is suffering? 
Why? (5:13, 15) 

13 Is anyone among you 
suffering? Let him pray. Is 
anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
psalms.
|
15 And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

13 Is anyone among you 
suffering? Let him pray. Is 
anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
psalms.
|
15 And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.

2. What should a person do 
when he or she is happy? 
Why? (5:13, 15) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

14 Is anyone among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord.
15 And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.

3. What should a person do 
when he or she is sick? Why? 
(5:14-15) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A14-15
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

4. What are the elders of the 
church to do for someone who 
is sick? Why? (5:14-15) 

14 Is anyone among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord.
15 And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A14-15
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

15 And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.

5. Why is prayer important? 
(5:15) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

15 And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.

6. How can prayer affect a 
person’s health? (5:15) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

15 And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.

7. How can a person have his or 
her sins forgiven? (5:15) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A15


Life Application New Testament Concise Bible Commentary 21

The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

8. Why should we confess our 
sins to one another? (5:16) 

16 Confess your trespasses to one 
another, and pray for one 
another, that you may be 
healed. The effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails 
much.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A16
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

16 Confess your trespasses to one 
another, and pray for one 
another, that you may be 
healed. The effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails 
much.

9. What is the effect of a 
righteous person’s prayers? 
(5:16) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A16
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The Prayer 
of Faith
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS
10. Who is a good example of 

how God answers prayer? 
How? (5:17-18) 

17 Elijah was a man with a 
nature like ours, and he prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain; 
and it did not rain on the land 
for three years and six 
months. 18 And he prayed again, 
and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth produced its fruit.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A17-18
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The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS
11. What is a Christian’s 

responsibility toward a fellow 
believer who has wandered 
away from the truth? (5:19-
20) 

19 Brethren, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth, and 
someone turns him back, 20 let 
him know that he who turns a 
sinner from the error of his 
way will save a soul from death 
and cover a multitude of sins.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A19


Life Application New Testament Concise Bible Commentary 26

The Prayer 
of Faith

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

20 let him know that he who 
turns a sinner from the error of 
his way will save a soul from 
death and cover a multitude of 
sins.

12. What is the benefit of helping 
a person get back into 
following the truth? (5:20) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A20
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The Prayer 
of Faith

GET IT 
QUESTIONS
#13 TO #22

APPLY IT 
QUESTIONS
#23 TO #25



New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church    
Southfield, Michigan
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Go to the New Hope Church Website to Register:
www.newhope-mbc.org
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New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church 

of Southfield, Michigan

NEXT 
LESSON

Life Application New Testament Concise 
Bible Commentary

Wednesday, July 20, 2022 @12:00pm
Mid-Day Bible Study In-Person

Wednesday, July 20, 2022 @7:00pm
Evening Virtual Bible Study via Zoom



New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church of Southfield, Michigan

AUDIO ONLY SERVICE!!!

We have set up AUDIO ONLY 
service for members that do not have 
Internet access or who may be 
traveling.

You can dial in and hear streaming 
messages from New Hope 
Missionary Baptist Church of 
Southfield by dialing --

833-317-1738
Help spread the 

word!

Listeners will be able to hear 
Sunday Service or any service we 
are streaming. The service can be 
set up to call you when the service 
starts!

Life Application New Testament Concise 
Bible Commentary 31
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